THE PERIOD OF DEFEATS
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well as the vital reservoirs, and the remnant of our forces were back
in a perimeter line of defence close outside Singapore city. Only
a successful counter-offensive could have restored the position, and
of this the troops were incapable; and further loss of vital ground
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and the prospect of a complete cessation of the water supply
compelled General Percival on February 15 to ask the Japanese
commanders for terms of surrender.
The primary causes of the fall of Singapore, the most grievous
British setback of the Second World War, were our general military
inferiority to the Japanese and our shortage of naval and air